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People are often inclined, though they may be follow-
ing history, to ascribe to purely material causes the
great results of a given war. " The French people,"
writes von der Goltz, " have in all times been masters
in matters of formality. They scrupulously followed
the war of 1866 and tried to explain the Prussian victory
merely by the superiority of Prussian armament. While
thus looking at the external side of Prussian military
power alone, they acted in the same way with regard
to the means which were to be used against it. It
became to the French army an article of faith that you
must utilise to the utmost the power of armament and
keep to an absolute defensive. They thought that the
offensive strength of the Prussian army would fail to
break a defensive action relying upon their new and
terrible firearms. Our adversaries did much more in
developing this system than had previously been done
by any other army, and yet they failed to secure victory.

" For they ruined by that doctrine the spirit of their
own army. External form, the increase of material
power actually attained, could replace neither the moral
strength that was lost nor the confidence that was
shaken by a defensive doctrine This it was that
turned the scales. Whatever is done within an army
must always aim at increasing and strengthening its moral
force "

Failing the conscientious following of history's lessons,
peace-time instruction is bringing us slowly, but surely,
back to the " old fencing," by virtue of the omnipotence
falsely ascribed to material power.

The French of 1870, just like the Prussians of 1806,
are a proof of this truth. In both cases, as von dei
Goltz puts it, " when the enemy becomes threatening,
strategists give themselves up to the study of the ground,
establish imaginary* plans of campaign and look for
positions which they may or may not discover,"

Is this not the very summary of our last war and its
pitiful history?

1.  Positions: there is Cadenbronn, there is Froesch-
wilier, there is the forest of Haye, all of which are
supposed in turn to ensure the country's salvation.

2.  Imaginary plans.   We decide that the Rhino must
be passed:  where, when, how, with what means ?   It
does not matter.   The junction with the Austnans will